2o8                   PRACTICAL EDUCATION,

application of eye-memory to free-hand drawing can
have anything but happy results. It must be re-
membered, however, that it requires patience. The
faculty is, so to speak, not only dulled and blunted in
us by never having been used, but is changed by having
been vigorously developed in other directions There-
fore I trust those who experiment on it will persevere,
and not be discouraged because the experiments of a
few days do not yield marvellous results.

There is a faculty so closely allied to eye-memory
as to be effectively identical with it. This is quick
comprehensiveness, or rapidity of sight with intelli-
gence. It is the art of seeing and understanding
objects completely, even when in motion, in less time
than the great majority of people take m so doing.
Educationally its practice would form the next step
beyond that of eye-memory It has also to a degree
been applied in object teaching. Eye-memory stores
the memory with phenomena; quick comprehensive-
ness gives rapidity of perception and of thought Eor
merely mechanical rapidity of observation, induced by
mechanical methods, will awaken mental activity at
last, even in very dull minds. I regret to say that
almost the only people who appear to thoroughly
cultivate this invaluable accomplishment are thieves
and detectives. It is usual, in training young sneak
thieves, for the preceptor, holding a variety of small
objects in one hand, to open and close the hand
rapidly, and to require his pupils to ascertain at a
glance what he holds. They rapidly attain an amazing
cleverness and quickness in such perception. A boy
thus trained is sent out ostensibly to beg. He obtains
admission to a kitchen, he may get a glimpse of a